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With Rhetoric 
|. BY STEVE BERRY 7 | 

' Dally News Staff Writer . 

Tim Hopkins is 34, a husband and father of two, 


‘ and a New Hampshire native who now. tends bar in 
; Greensboro. an 


i 


| olutionary Communist Party. - 


For the past three weeks he and eight other 


RCP members have been on trial for misdemeanor 
charges of creating a disturbance and inciting to riot 


:‘ while promoting their cause last ‘October in the © 


Hampton Homes public housing neighborhood. | 
Monday a Guilford County Superior Court jury 


reported it was hopelessly deadlocked at 11-1 for j 


, | guilt inthe cases of eight of the nine. Judge William 
' Z: Wood declared a mistrial. The jury agreed on an 
‘ acquittal verdict for the ninth defendant. ~s 


Hopkins, oldest of the defendants, greeted the - | 
; mistrial outcome with the same rhetoric he and his: | 
. co-defendants used throughout their trial. 


Said Hopkins, “We shouldn’t even’ have been 

here. in the first place.” 3 it . 
= He dismissed as meaningless ‘a comment by 
Wood that the prolonged trial’ and jury deadlock 
should give the defendants an appreciation of the 


_ free process ‘they seek. to overthrow. “Oh, he was 


just crying the blues because he couldn’t get his rail- 
road through,” said Hopkins. ele hs 
Throughout the trial, Hopkins ‘and the: others 

did little to ingratiate themselves with Wood or 


‘* court officials. Instead, they used the courtroom asa. | 


political forum. 


One defendant, for example, used the opening’ 


summary portion of the trial to read a long political 
statement. aS : 


} 

| 

; 

| And in contrast to that groomed, vested, but- 
toned-down look of their attorneys, Hopkins, his co- 


“RCP Member— 
| | Greets Ruling “| 


He also is a communist ES a member of the Rev- 


(See RCP Member: B'9, Geis 
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jeans and wool shirts and T-shirts. Several wore red 
shirts emblazoned with black letters pronouncing, “J 
was born ina sewer called éapitalism, but now I’m 


_ living for revolutions 
-u.. Hopkins said such conduct is totally in keeping ~ 


with the ideology of the RCP members. To act other- 


wise, he said, “would be asking, for mercy from a. 


system that deserves contempt and which should be 
done away with. It would be legitimizing these 
courts.” 


“"" ‘The political rhetoric is the “the only way we can *j 


‘get off —.by exposing the lies of the ruling class,” he 
said. 7 ; 
—.. The defendants had used much the same rheto- 
ric-earlier when.tried in District Court. There they 
were found guilty and given 18 to 24 months, al- 


though none of them had any previous criminal rec- ° 


btsy 


courtroom, Hopkins is a soft-spoken, friendly, polite 
gman. In quiet conversations about himself and how 
the came. to be a communist, the names of his wife 
‘and two. children come up often.. 


5} Although his political beliefs are not shared by © 
all of his family, his beliefs have not brought him’ 


their disfavor, His parents, he said, in-a recent letter 
told him they disagreed. with his views but respected 
his opinioris and were, proud that he stands up for his 


at 


_ ‘beliefs. 


1 


‘ae They have done that themselves, he said. His 


Tother. and one of his brothers have been active in 
‘anti-nuclear power efforts..Another brother is a la- 
bor steward. His sister is anurse. 2 - . 
a. Hopkins has been oriented toward ‘the liberal 
‘end of the political spectrum since -high school, he 
said. He liked Nelson Rockefeller and abhorred Bar- 
ry Goldwater in 1964. _ : 

a: When he was 18, his father was laid off work 
‘after a 27-year career at a factory where he was a 


promptly failed. Now, at 68, he is back at the plant. 


et Hopkins’ drift to the left came to a'climax while | 
‘atthe University of New Hampshire in the tumul- |: 
_ ‘thous 1968 election year. He studied international re- 


ations and political science. 

=: Hopkins joined the anti-Vietnam War move- 
ment and took an interest in the Black Liberation 
‘Movement. He liked Robert Kennedy and Eugene 
‘McCarthy but was dismayed by the riotous and vi- 
lent Democratic convention in Chicago. © : 
='* His study of Marxism at the time convinced him 
‘all-of this was part of.a system designed to keep the 
‘wealthy ruling class in domination over the op- 
‘pressed working class.. 


dg If there is no revolution, nuclear war will obli- | 


terate the earth, 41 believes. 


wi . 


_ ord. They appe led those convictions to Superior 
Court. : ; oe o 
“~ Despite the fierceness of his rhetoric in- the 


foreman. “That hit me pretty hard,” he gaid. His fa- | 
‘ther sold the house and started a business, which 


er And: that’s worse than spending time in jail, he 


cer EO Pa 
defendants and friends came to court wearing blue 


\ 
/ 
i 


| 


i 
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BY'STEVE BERRY _ 
Dally ee Stoft Weiter 


ean Ae : 
Fellow-jurors ‘called her a commu- 
nist sympathizer and a martyr in long 
and frequently hostile jury delibera- 
tions last week during the trial of nine 
Revolutionary Communist Party 


members, Mrs. Virginia Dozier said | 
. t 


’ Tuesday. : ; : 

ie ree 

, “They were suspicious of me, my 
‘integrity was questioned, and one 
i woman asked me how old I was, as if I’. 
}wafl senile,” Mrs. Dozier, 61, said re- 


n 


jwhy held out. for acquittal of all nine 


idefondants during the 2% days of de- °. 


‘liberations. : 
{. 


L -—— __L e cet 


\caliing her experience as.the sole juror. - 


* *her Monday. 
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-- Some’ jurors said they “hated ‘to go 


back and face the judge” without’ a 
verdict, she said. Others said, “Let’s 


* hurry up so we can go home,” and still 


others complained “that this is costing 
the state a lot of -money,” recalled 
Mrs. Dozier, a retired teacher and the 
wife of a professor at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro., 


Even so, Mrs. Dozier said her fellow , 
jurors for the most part were “very - 


conscientious.” She attributed the hos- 
tility they expressed to frustration 
caused by the long trial, confusing tes- 
timony and long jury deliberations. 
Many- of the jurors ‘were nice to her 
throughout, Mrs. Dozier said, and af- 
ter it was all dver, some apologized to 


Sete - Pee ae 


Though the jury was bitterly divid- 
ed at times, it was unanimous on the 


‘acquittal of one of nine members on a 


single count of inciting: to riot. The 
jury, however, deadlocked on misde- 
meanor rioting and related charges 
against the other eight. 


As a result, Judge William Z. Wood 
- declared a mistrial; and District Attor- _ 
‘ney Mike Schlosser said.some, if not 
-all, of the defendants not acquitted 


would.be retried. 
The trial lasted three weeks. The 


Juror: Acquittal Vote Caused Furor | 


cases were in Superior Court on.an ap-. 


peal of lower District Court convic- 
tions that brought 18- to 24-month jail 
sentences. The charges grew out of 
the defendants’ efforts to promote an 
upcoming rally and sell a party news- 


- paper last October in the Hampton . 


> 2 2 “ft 
Homes neighborhood. Police claimed 


__they tried ‘to incite a riot when some 


were arrested on charges of violating 
‘the noise ordinance of the city. 

Mrs. Dozier said she “took a lot of 
flak” for her positions during the de- 
liberations. ~ - a8 

After the verdict Tuesday several of 
the jurors were critical of Mrs. Dozier,. 
though they refused to reveal her 
name. They -accused her of ignoring 
the evidence and refusing to believe 
anything the’ police said during the 
trial. a } 

“They really romped on me,” Mrs. 
Dozier said. “Some of those jurors said 
to me, ‘Couldn't: you see the smigk on 


those kids’ faces?’ me tS fh 
Gee Juror: B-13, Col. 4))" 
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Acquittal Stance 


Aroused Anger 


One juror questioned if she believed 
what the police said. “I said yes, but 
they are human just as we are and 
they can make mistakes.” 


Mrs. Dozier said, “I would have 
been one of the first to convict if they 
had proven their case beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt. I would have been just 
as adamant about voting guilty if the 
evidence supported it.” 

° She said the police possibly decided - 
to break up the incident at Hampton 
Homes because they didn’t like the 
ideas the defendants were spreading. 
That argument was one of the major 
defense contentions. . 

“I was never convinced there was a 
riot or a clear and present danger of 
one happening,” she said. 

She said her vote for acquittal was 
based on what she said was considera- 
ble conflicting testimony. She also ex- 
pressed suspicion of what she said was 
a police sergeant’s ability to recount 
events and statements verbatim, 
without notes, five months after they 
happened, when she and other jurors 
couldn’t recall with similar accuracy 
what was said in the trial just a few 

_ davs earlier. 


“(The other 
jurors) were 
suspicious of me, 
my integrity was 
questioned, and 
one woman 
asked me how 
old I was, as if I 
was senile.’ 


— Virginia Dozier 
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Eight In RCP— 
Win Mistrial 


BY STEVE BERRY 


Daily News Staff Writer 


_ A three-week trial on misdemeanor rioting charges against 
nine tnembers of the Revolutionary Communist Party ended in a 
mistrial Monday‘after a Guilford County Superior Court jury re- 
ported it was hopelessly deadlocked on verdicts for eight of the 
defendants. 

The jury was given the cases Friday and deliberated on them 
that night, most of Saturday and all day Monday before Judge 
William Z.-Wood declared a mistrial. Four times during their 
deliberations they told Wood they had reached an unbreakable 
deadlock but Wood each time asked them to try to reach a unani- 
mous decision. . 

One juror reported the panel of 11 women and one man was 
deadlocked at 11-1 for conviction of eight defendants. The one 


case in which all agreed was an acquittal verdict for Jon Leavers, . 


who was charged with inciting to riot. District Attorney Mike 
Schlosser said he expects to retry some, if not all, of the eight 
defendants for whom no verdict was reached. 


Asked if the cases were worth the amount of time and money 
spent since they were misdemeanor charges, Schlosser said, “A 
prosecutor must be mindful of the cost, but he can’t let that factor 
alone be determinative.” 


In a news release, the Revolutionary Communist Party 
charged that Wood, in sending the jury back to continue delibera- 
tions four times after it reported a deadlock, was trying “to wear 
down the jury in order to get the conviction the state wants in 
this political trial.” 

The riine defendants were charged with crimes ranging from 
disturbing the peace to inciting to riot — all misdemeanors. The 
charges grew out of a rally the defendants conducted in the 
Hampton Homes public housing neighborhood in October. 


_ Their cases were on appeal to Superior Court from District 
Court where they had been found guilty and given sentences of 18 
to 24 months each by Judge Frank Campbell. 

The jury had 14 charges to consider. Juror Corelli Jackson 
said the single dissenting juror was intransigent from the first 
vote. She said the woman voted in favor of the defendants consis- 
tently because she did not believe testimony from any of the po- 
lice officers. ; : 


Besides Leavers, the other defendants were Tim Hopkins, 
Lisa Ann Frith, Thomas Robert Hirschi, Teresa Kay Kime, Kev- 
in Moore, Mary Jean Outlaw, Jeffrey Alan Rooney and Gregory 
Lee Johnson. eae 
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RCP Defense Lawyers_. 
Want To Quit Case 7 


BY STEVE BERRY 


Daity Nows Statt Writor 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Lee said representing the RCP Cel 
members has been a trying experi- 
- ence. “The defendants decided who 


would testify and who wouldn't,” he 


Lawyers Mike Lee of Greensboro 


and Allen Mason of Durham asked the Greensboro Daily 


court Thursday to allow them to with- 
draw as attorneys for four Revolution- 
dry Communist Party members. — 
“In their motions, the lawyers said 
they have disagreements with the de- 
fendants on how to handle the cases. 


Both also said they are suffering finan-- 


éial losses because of the time it is tak- 
ing to represent the RCP members. 

_ Two or three more lawyers will file 
‘similar motions, according to Lee. 
Lee and Mason were among six law- 
yers — all appointed by the court and 
therefore to be paid by the state — 
representing the RCP members dur- 
ing a three-week Superior Court trial 
that ended Monday when a jury was 
unable to reach a verdict on all but one 
of the nine defendants. ¥ 


~ The jury deadlocked at, 11-1 for 
‘guilty verdicts on most of the defen- 
‘dants but did acquit one. a 
_!. The defendants were charged with 
misdemeanor rioting and related 
charges at Hampton Homes during a 
rally there Oct. 11. The case got into 
‘Superior Court on appeal of a District 
Court é¢onviction that brought the 
‘maximum sentence.of 18 to 24 months. 


District Attorney Mike Schlosser , 


‘has said he expects to retry some, if 
not all, of the remaining eight defen- 


said. One, Jeff Rooney, insisted on 
serving as co-counsel and giving the 
opening statement, which was primar- 


ily a political statement, Lee noted. - 


Mason, who was employed to repre- 
sent Allan Hirschi and Tim Hopkins 


and appointed by the court to repre-' 


sent Kevin Moore, said the defendants 
“eonstantly ignored advice in many 
things, including the making of. mo- 
tions, selection. of the: jury, opening 


' statements by Rooney, testimony by 
another defendant, and plea negotia-. 
tions.” é _ 


_: Lee and Mason said the case has 


caused them financial hardship.. - 
“They might just as well take my 
license if they make me stay on the 
case,” said Lee, contending that his le- 
gal bill so far is close to $6,000 but thet 


-the state will pay him only about . 
$1,000. This loss is in addition to possi- _ 


ble loss of prospective clients while 
representing the RCP members, he 
said. ° : 

Mason said the defendants owe him 
$833 from the District Court proceed- 
ings and $2,000 from the Superior 
Court proceedings. a 

Lee. and Mason said their appoint- 
ments by the court were made over 
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‘GREENSBORO POLICE Thursday 
’ farfested one member of the Revolu-. 


Sionary Communist Party — and 
jvere searching for another — after 
five’ members of the group ended a 
Hemonstration in front of the federal 
¢ourthouse in Greensboro by burn- 
ing: an American flag. The RCP 


, snember arrested on a charge of des- «: 
®crating the- flag, . a misdemeanor, - 


ot 


was Teresa Kime, shown above hold- 


ing flag. Police were looking Thurs-. 


day afternoon for.Don Barnwell 


. who reportedly. set fire to the flag. 
.The group was demonstrating in 


support of their national leader, Ba! 
Avakian, who is,facing several felo- 
ny charges in Washington. Shown 


at right is Timothy Hopkins. Other . 
. Person were not identified. we 
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ROP members 


Eight members of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party were sentenced today 
' in Guilford District Court to 18-24 


Hampton Homes in October. 


day received 60 days for resisting arrest 
. and for refusing to turn down the vol- 
, ume of a loudspeaker. : 


‘Charges of inciting to riot. were dis- 


. Oct. 11. 


., All convicted RCP members gave no- 
tice of appeal to Superior Court, where 
they will receive a new trial. : 


convicted today were given active sen- 

. tences last week for disrupting classes at’ 

_ UNC-G on Oct. 10. Those convictions 
were also appealed: 


According to testimony Friday: in ‘the 
.trials of those arrested in Hampton 
Homes, police responded to a complaint 
of loud -noise. 

When officers asked a member of _the 
, RCP using a loudspeaker to turn down 
the volume, she refused. The officer 
placed her under arrest. 


At-2_neaxby section of the housing 
| project! another group of RCP members 


_ Fight sentenced — , 
to 18-24 months 


months in prison for inciting to riot’ at’ 
) ¥ 
A ninth member arrested ‘the same ‘ 


* missed against a 10th member of the - 
_ RCP arrested at Hampton. Homes on: 


Several members of the same group: 


_ on Bond pending Superior 


a oe 


= re. 


had attracted a crowd of about 75 to 100 | 
as they passed out literature. 

Police had been observing the group, | 
but did not make any arrests. until that | 
group began using a loudspeaker in vio= ‘ 
lation of the city’s noise ordinance. : — 

When police arrested a RCP member, i 
another member jumped on the officers’ | 


‘car, according to testimony,‘ and urged : 
: residents of the project to get their guns 


because the revolution ‘had started, 
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Later, eight others were arrested for : 
inciting to riot, disorderly conduct, re- ; 

sisting arrest and violations of: the: ae 
-hoise ordinance. . ‘ “! 
All except Betty Sullivan, whose’ | 

charges were dismissed, were found | 
_tguilty as charged: District Court Judge | 

Frank Campbell combined charges for 
those accused of ‘more than one viola- | 
tion. : ~ oy 
yy eG 
Convicted were Lisa Ann Frith, Thom- ae 

as Robert Hirschi, Timothy ‘L. Hopkins, | 
Gregory L. Johnson, Teresa K. Kim, | 
Kevin Moore, Mary Jean Outlaw, Jef- | 
frey- “A. Rooney: and Jon Scott Leavers. | 

Miss Frith received a 60-day sentence 


'- for resisting arrest and violating the | 
- noise ordinance. The others received 


18-24-month Sentences. All remain free | 
Court Bain | 
| 
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Inciting To Riot Gets 
Leftists Jail. Terms 


Eight members of the Revolutionary Communist ag 

Party, one of two. communist groups active in Greens- : 

boro in recent months, were sentenced Monday to 18 % 

to 24 months in jail for inciting to riot at Hampton 
mes in October. 

Another RCP member was given 60 days for resist/ 
ing arrest and violating the city’s noise ordinance. 

Lawyer Allen Mason immediately noted an appeal | 
to Superior Court. All nine defendants remained free 
on bond. 

(The Revolutionary Communist Party is a different 
organization from the Communist Workers Party, five 
of whose members died following a shootout with Ku 
Klux Klansmen and Nazis here Nov. 3. The two commu- 
nist groups have ideological differences.) 

Mason, who predicted guilty verdicts for his clients 
last Friday when evidence was presented, said the sen- 
tences were about “what I expected.” Throughout the «-“.. 
trial, Mason contended the arrests were the result of 
“zealous attempts by police to stop any rally by commu- 
nists.”” 


Assistant District Attorney David Idol argued the ~~ Aegis . 
defendants urged the crowd to ‘Kill the Pigs” and “get ; Kevin Moore, RCP Member 


Joiner,” one of the police officers who responded to a 


complaint of disturbing the peace. ‘What it boils down mas OS all apt “4 
to is a question of credibility,” Idol said, my : 
Judge Frank Campbell found the defendants — Vi \3 


Thomas Robert Hirschi, Timothy Hopkins, Gregory joo” 
Johnson, Teresa K. Kim, Kevin Moore, Mary Jean Out- Ae I 
law, Jeffrey Rooney and Jon Scott Leavers — guilty as !? 
charged in imposing the longer/ sentences. Lisa Ann 00" bi 
Frith received the 60-day sentence. Charges against Bet- 1) j #7 
ty Sullivan were dismissed after the prosecution failed “ 
to put her at the scene. 

David Zeiger, a spokesman for the RCP, said party 
members have been arrested at similar rallies around 
the country, “but this is the first time they’ve been giv- 
en active sentences.”’ } 5 


(INDEXED 
oy FILED 


VEL 17 1979 


FBI~CHARLOTTE 


for trespassing or making loud noises. Several of Bee avi 
fendasts-eenvitted Monday also were found guilty last ee 
week by Judge Campbell of disturbing a class at UNC-G A 


UNCG AM tl ade” 5 Sen a bteehacd Searck Som. 
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i sts at Hampton Homes occurred while par- 
ty members were passing out leaflets advertising an: up- 

‘coming speech in Greensboro by RCP national 
chairman Bob Avakian. j 


One officer-testified he was struck in the back by a 
rock which left a bruise despite the protective bullet- 
proof vest he was wearing. In his closing argument, Ma- 
son questioned the officer’s testimony, contending a 
vest designed ‘to: stop. .38 caliber bullets “with' hardly: 
a bruise” should:be able to halt a:.rock without allowing | 

“it to bruise the’ officer;-He said the crowd threw. the 
.party’s newspaper; The’ Revolutionary Worker, at police. 
officers, “yess gts 

. Mason-said the RCP defendants were’ illegally ar- 
rested as part of an “‘illegal. dragnet.’ There was no 
probable cause to arrest them. and no arrest warrant, 
he said. “The officers.just arrived at the scene; saw peo-. 
ple running and so started to arrest everyone who was 

_white and running’” Only one of the defendants is non- 
white > 7° ie yt 

Idol said police ‘didn’t just go in there and arrest. 
‘They showed restraint.” He.said the RCP defendants 
encouraged residents of Hampton Homes “to get guns” - 
and created a “clear and present danger.” - 

While defendants denied that they incited to riot or. 

‘urged residents to “‘get their guns” or “‘kill the pigs,” 
: police said they heard several RCP members encourage 
|the assenibied-crowd to riot.” . | 
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- Teresa kine a member of the Revolutionary ° A~1l 
Communist) y, was arrested Thursday prior to a | —— 
memorial, march the group held for a party member | 
k led i in Los Angeles earlier this week. Greensboro Daily 
* \ The arrest, in the parking lot at the corner of News 
Freeman Mill Road and East Florida Street, was for as 
‘a trespassing warrant at Cone Mills, according to the 
police staff duty officer. Greensboro, NC 
“- .The march was held in memory of Damian Gar- . 
‘cia, an RCP member who was one of three person 
who recently overtook the Alamo and flew-a red flag 
above it. Garcia was fatally injured during a march in 
-a Los Angeles housing project Tuesday. The memo- 
‘rial march began at Freeman Mill Road and East 
Florida Street, and went to Lee Street to Eugene - 
' Street to Whittington Street. About 10 RCP merh)- 
béis participated,under a police escort that followdd 
the m until they returned to the starting point to Pig 
p their vehicles. z it 
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| | ene RCP Member In Los Angeles 
Violence Mars 
‘May Day Protests 
‘Throughout U.S. 


. The Assoclated Press 


« May Day demonstrations in several cities were 
marred by violence Thursday as marching Commu- 
nists chanting revolutionary slogans were met by 
heckling crowds. 

"In Los Angeles, a club-swinging confrontation 
between police ‘and members of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party interrupted a march by about 250 
demonstrators. 

* The three-mile march from MacArthur’ Park 
along Wilshire Boulevard to the downtown garment 
district was held on the sidewalks after police re- 
fused to grant a permit to parade in the street. : 
ot as not known what triggered the confronta- 
tion wha occurred an hour after théamarekestart- 
ed. There were no reports of injuries. 
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“* In Charleston, W.Va., a demonstration, was 


broken eap-ay- protesters with eggs and-ciaps; who 


attacked a pickup truck carrying members of the 
; Revolutionary, Communist Party. A Beckley woman ° 
‘was knocked to the pavement unconscious and one ' 


man was arrested on disorderly conduct charges. 


/} In downtown Atlanta, tempers flared as anti- 


€ommunist bystanders engaged i in shouting matches 
‘with about 25 demonstrators and a scuffle broke out 


before the march, No injuries or arrests were re- 


; ported. 


_ ¥oute, carrying American flags and chanting, : 


> The a dikey carrying banners and red: flags 


dnd flanked: by 40. to 50 police officers in riot gear, 
chanted “We're not Americans, we're proletarians.” 


* Dozens of observers followed along the parade 


4U.S.A., U.S.A.” 


; In Oakland, Calif., four widinibaes ofa group call- 
ing itself the Revolutionary ‘Communist Youth Bri- 
fade were arrested for’ what police said was an 
attempt to enter City’ ‘Hall to hang banners and leave 
May Day messages in red paint. 
* In Charleston, W.Va., about 300 protesters 
showed up at a downtown corner where the Commu- 
nists had said thousands of their comrades would join 
the May Day demonstration. The protesters sang pa- 


triotric songs, chanted slogans and waved U.S. flags, . 


many attached to clubs and sticks. - 


7 About an hour later, a small band. of Commu- 


riists appeared in a’ pickup truck, waving red flags. 


- Some 50 protesters broke through a police line and 
‘ charged the truck, shouting insults. at six or seven 


H 


if 


persons sitting in the truck. - 

¢ When the protesters began pelting the truck 
with eggs and attacking the Communists with their 
' clubs, the truck roared away, leaving the\woman 
"dying on the pavement. 


: The woman, ‘identified at the- hospital. as Dora. 


Dunn of Beckley, was released after being treated 
. ia ia a : . : 
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